Miss California sparks outrage over gay marriage remarks - CSMonitor.com

stated an opinion that was true to myself and that’s all I can do."
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Agree or disagree, her comments were clear, and her syntax was correct. By way of comparison,
when asked about a poll that showed 20 percent of American students couldn't locate the United
States on a map, this is what Miss South Carolina said two years ago in the Miss Teen USA
pageant:
"I personally believe that US Americans are unable to do so because, uh, some, people out there
in our nation don't have maps and, uh, I believe that our, uh, education like such as, uh, South
Africa and, uh, the Iraq, everywhere like such as, and, I believe that they should, our education
over here in the US should help the US, uh, or, uh, should help South Africa and should help the
Iraq and the Asian countries, so we will be able to build up our future, for our..."
----Although we can't promise to be as articulate, follow us on Twitter anyway!
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Posted by Raphael at 5:09 PM 0 comments
Labels: Culver City, Malibu, Marina Del Rey, Pacific Palisades, Playa
Del Rey, Playa Vista, Santa Monica, Venice, Westchester

Saturday, December 13, 2008
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Just one city on this flier! But wow, for such a tiny and gay-friendly
city, Laguna Beach was certainly an outpouring of financial support
for Prop 8!
Download pdf here.
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Posted by Raphael at 4:39 PM 0 comments
Labels: Laguna Beach, Orange County

Thursday, December 11, 2008
Contrary to popular belief, I'm not boycotting
anyone
Despite protestations from the editors and letter writers to the
Press-Telegram, I am not boycotting any businesses on account of
donations to Proposition 8.
When he interviewed me, reporter John Canalis asked me if I had
ceased going to any businesses because of their involvement with
Prop 8.
I couldn't think of a single one. There is no business I used to
patronize prior to the campaign that I have ceased to patronize.
Largely, this is because most of the businesses I use are supportive
of equal rights, or stayed neutral in the campaign.
So although some might boycott El Pollo Loco, Cinemark, or other
such businesses, I can't, because I never patronized them in the
first place.
No change in shopping behavior? No boycott. It's that simple.

Posted by Raphael at 2:15 AM 0 comments

Wednesday, December 10, 2008
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Gays and lesbians -- at least some of them -- plan to refrain from working and shopping today as an
expression of their dismay over Proposition 8, the Nov. 4 measure that banned same-sex marriage,
and as a showing of both their economic clout and their place within the larger community. If
organizers carry it off, this is exactly the kind of tactic that can make a difference, though its impact
might have been bigger before election day.

Coastal Commission rejects U2
guitarist's Malibu development
plan
201 people recommend this.
In a switch, GOP's Michele

a d ve rt i se m ent

For all the complaints (mainly coming from the Yes-on-8 campaign), boycotts against corporations or
organizations are a time-honored method of expressing opinions and pushing for social or political
change. But in the superheated Proposition 8 debate, this venerable tactic has occasionally been used
in ugly ways.
RELATED

Discuss this editorial.
Comments will close after two
days.
The California Supreme Court will
soon nullify Proposition 8.
Meanwhile, it is the supporters of
Proposition 8 who are revealing
how hateful they are. Ironically, we
have people in this forum crying
crocodile tears because they are
called "bigots" while in the same
forum we see exactly how hateful
and bigoted the supporters of
Proposition 8 really are. Methink
thou doth protest too much.
Jay @ 9:02 AM PST, Dec 11, 2008

No comparison between a blacklist
and revealing public information
about who helped remove civil
rights from a group of citizens.

It started when the directors of the Yes-on-8 campaign sent
letters to various companies that had donated to the
opposition camp. The missives warned donors to pay an equal
amount to the "Yes" side or risk being publicly outed as
opponents of "traditional marriage" (the implication being
that they would then face a boycott). The tactic looked and
quacked a lot like extortion. It's one thing to boycott, or
threaten it; a demand for hush money goes over the line.

California Prisons »

Since then, postelection boycott efforts by the other side -defenders of same-sex marriage -- have expanded into a
vengeful campaign against individuals who donated to the
gay-marriage ban, usually in the form of pressure on their
employers. At least two people have resigned from their jobs
and a third is considering it, including the artistic director of
a stage company in Sacramento and a manager at an L.A.
eatery.
As much as we abhorred Proposition 8, there's nothing to
cheer about when private individuals are afraid to donate to
the political campaigns of their choice because it may cost
them their livelihood. In the case of Scott Eckern, who

Op-Ed: 'Non-revocable parole' is too dangerous
Most commented: One in 12 prisoners too risky
Exhibit 4
Page 482

http://www.latimes.com/news/opinion/editorials/la-ed-boycott10-2008dec10,0,2703213.story[6/21/2011 4:35:04 PM]

Prop. 8 -- boycott, or blacklist? - latimes.com

for 'non-revocable parole'
resigned from the -DAD
California Document
Musical Theatre249-2
in Sacramento,
Case 2:09-cv-00058-MCE
Filed 08/25/11
Page 10 of 32

Under the guise of a "non prfit"
theMormon and Catholic churches
had an Inquisition at the public's
expense. Now, if you supported the
Inquisition, everyone gets to know.
No one has been fired but some
people have been shamed into
leaving their jobs that relied on the
very people they discriminated
against. Sounds like justice to me.
elaygee @ 7:24 AM PST, Dec 11,
2008

What do you think would happen
to a production assistant at Black
Entertainment Television if
someone found a white hood and a
7 foot burning cross in his office?
Oh, I'm sorry, that's too mean of
an example. Forget the Klansman.
The production assistant is simply
found to have donated money to
an effort to overturn Loving v.
Virginia and make it illegal for
black men to marry our white
womenfolk. I'm sure the racist's
black coworkers and black
audiences would embrace him in
the morning for his principled
stand against miscegenation. I
mean, it's just his opinion. By John
Aravosis on his blog, at
http://www.americablog.com

the future of the nonprofit company was at stake after some
artists refused to work with him. But what if that situation
were reversed and Eckern were targeted because he opposed
Proposition 8? Or because he was gay? Professionals have to
look past their personal and political differences or everyone
with an opinion will be on an official list of undesirables.
The line between boycott and blacklist can be imprecise.
Owners and officers of companies aren't just private
individuals; they must accept that their political actions will
reflect on the organizations they head and act accordingly.
But a heated debate about a basic right -- in this case, the
right to marry whom one chooses -- must also consider the
rights of citizens to vote and donate without intimidation.
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Hollywood is at odds over whether to shun supporters of the
ban.
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Abramowitz and Daunt are Times staff writers.
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Should there be boycotts, blacklists, firings or de facto shunning of those who supported Proposition 8?
That's the issue consuming many in liberal Hollywood who fought to defeat the initiative banning samesex marriage and are now reeling with recrimination and dismay. Meanwhile, activists continue to comb
donor lists and employ the Internet to expose those who donated money to support the ban.
ADS BY GOOGLE

ADVERTISEMENT

"Top 3" Work At Home
Jobs
Read Our Reviews, Before
You Join Any Work At Home...
The Smokeless
Cigarette?
Smokers: Discover how ECigarettes could change your...
Terre Haute The Healthy
Cigarette?
Can E-Cigarettes Be A
Healthier Alternative To...

FROM THE ARCHIVES
2011 Sundance Film Festival info

Prepare For TF3
Watch The First Two Transformers Movies Online. Right Now. $4.99
Vod.TransformersMovie.com

Watch Full Episodes
Turn Your Computer into a TV! Watch Full TV Episodes Online.
www.TelevisionFanatic.com

Already out is Scott Eckern, director of the nonprofit California Musical Theatre in Sacramento, who
resigned after a flurry of complaints from prominent theater artists, including "Hairspray" composer
Marc Shaiman, when word of his contribution to the Yes on 8 campaign surfaced.
Other targets include Film Independent, the nonprofit arts organization that puts on both the Los
Angeles Film Festival and the Spirit Awards; the Cinemark theater chain; and the Sundance Film
Festival.

January 20, 2011

L.A. Film Festival selects producer Rebecca Yeldham
as...
March 13, 2009

Sundance Film Festival selections
December 4, 2008

`Devil Wears Prada' will open L.A. Film Festival
May 31, 2006

In Film Independent's case, the board has defended the continued employment of Richard Raddon, the
Mormon director of the L.A. Film Festival who donated $1,500 to support Proposition 8. Cinemark is
under siege because Chief Executive Alan Stock gave $9,999 to support the same-sex marriage ban. And
in a sign of a powerful ripple effect, Sundance, perhaps the American institution that has done the most
to support gay filmmakers and gay cinema, is being targeted because it screens films in a Cinemark
theater.
For many in Hollywood, the Proposition 8 backlash represents a troubling clash of free speech, religious
beliefs and the right to fight intolerance. Many supporters of same-sex marriage view the state
Exhibit 4
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Raddon has been a particularly polarizing figure because Film Independent's board includes many
independent film stalwarts, including Don Cheadle, Forest Whitaker, Fox Searchlight President Peter
Rice and Oscar-winning writer Bill Condon. One of the group's explicit missions is to promote diversity.
Last week, Raddon offered to resign. According to one board member, a conference call was hastily
arranged, and after much discussion the board voted unanimously to keep him.
Yet the anger continues to stew.
"There is still roiling debate within the organization," says distributor Howard Cohen, an advisor to the
film festival who is gay. "Is it OK to let this go? There are a lot of gay people who work at Film
Independent. The issue has not been closed."
No one is certain how the current protest will affect Film Independent's Spirit Awards in the spring, a
popular event recognizing work that "challenges the status quo." And there are already indications the
Los Angeles Film Festival could be affected.
Gregg Araki, director of the critically acclaimed gay cult hit "Mysterious Skin" and an influential figure
in "new queer cinema," has said he won't allow his films to be shown there, while others, such as "Milk"
producers and gay activists Dan Jinks and Bruce Cohen, say they're going to "study in depth all the
facets of our specific situation before making a decision."
Araki says Raddon should step down. "I don't think he should be forcibly removed. The bottom line is if
he contributed money to a hateful campaign against black people, or against Jewish people, or any other
minority group, there would be much less excusing of him. The terrible irony is that he runs a film
festival that is intended to promote tolerance and equality."
ADS BY GOOGLE
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Others are leery of punishing free speech, even if they consider it hateful. "I can't quite stomach the notion
that you fire somebody because of what they believe. It doesn't feel right to me," says Christine Vachon, a
pillar of gay cinema who produced such films as "Boys Don't Cry" and "Far From Heaven."
Raddon declined to comment, but Dawn Hudson, executive director of Film Independent, says, "Are we
happy with his donation? No. But he has a right to his religious and personal beliefs.
"The very cornerstone of our organization is diversity, and diversity includes sexual orientation. Rich's
actions have always been in accordance with those principles," she said.
Condon, the gay writer-director of "Dreamgirls" and a Film Independent board member, offered this
retort to what he calls the "off-with-his-head" crowd: "If you're asking, 'Do we take discrimination against
gays as seriously as bigotry against African Americans and Jews?' . . . the answer is, 'Of course we do.' But
we also believe that some people, including Rich, saw Prop. 8 not as a civil rights issue but a religious one.
That is their right. And it is not, in and of itself, proof of bigotry."
Fury is certainly percolating in the gay community, fomented largely through the Web. Younger
advocates, not necessarily from Hollywood, have been using Facebook and YouTube to get the word out.
ADS BY GOOGLE
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November 23, 2008 | Rachel Abramowitz and Tina Daunt | Abramowitz and Daunt are Times staff
writers.
What began as a kind of cyber-venting is mushrooming into a new kind of viral protest movement,
including the latest protest of Proposition 8 in Hollywood on Saturday, which was largely publicized via
Facebook.
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And there remains a distinct contingent of same-sex marriage supporters who are adamant about
retribution. One is Chad Griffin, a political advisor to Hollywood executives who says, "A dollar to the
yes campaign is a dollar in support of bigotry, homophobia and discrimination. There are going to be
consequences. Any individual who has held homophobic views and who has gone public by writing a
check, you can expect to be publicly judged. Many can expect to pay a price for a long time to come."
ADS BY GOOGLE
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Still, film companies are typically wary of involving themselves in causes, particularly those that
advocate boycotts, because they know how vulnerable their products are to similar initiatives by wellorganized groups on the religious right. For eight years, the Southern Baptist Convention boycotted the
Walt Disney Co. for extending employee benefits to same-sex partners and urged its members not to
patronize the theme parks and Disney products. Films with religious subjects -- most notably "The Last
Temptation of Christ" -- have also sparked protests.
Bruce Cohen, one of the producers of "Milk" -- which lands in theaters next week and traces the life and
death of California's first openly gay elected official (San Francisco Supervisor Harvey Milk) -- and a
leader of the No on 8 campaign in Hollywood, suggests that everyone should proceed with caution.
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company who put money into a cause. If it's an employee, it's a different discussion. That becomes a
freedom of speech issue," he says. "People should personally always have the right to express their own
opinions even if that means getting out their checkbook."
And in fact, Focus Features, which is distributing "Milk," still intends to play the film in Cinemark
theaters despite calls for a boycott.
In particular, the notion of boycotting Sundance, which seems to have originated with the liberal
Americablog, has picked up little traction thus far within the Hollywood community.
"I don't feel the Sundance Film Festival deserves our ire or our censor," says Howard Cohen. "It's an
incredible force for good. I know where they are on the issues, and there's no evidence they supported
Yes on 8."
"If there is one festival that has supported queer cinema from the start, it's Sundance," says Marcus Hu,
president of Strand Releasing, which has released many gay-themed films. "Sundance has been, first and
foremost, people who have been discovering and fostering young gay talent."
In part, Hollywood's distress is a reflection of its guilty conscience about Proposition 8's passage. Many
feel that they were asleep at the wheel, preoccupied with Barack Obama's candidacy and winning larger
congressional majorities for the Democrats. "Many straight people really don't understand it's a civil
rights issue," says Vachon. "We didn't do our job well enough. We need to do it better."
"What the passage of Prop. 8 did is stir the soul of the people in the gay community," says publicistactivist Howard Bragman. "It took what had been a top-down movement and made it a grass-roots
movement."
-rachel.abramowitz@latimes.com
tina.daunt@latimes.com
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Donor Disclosure Has Its Downsides
Supporters of California's Prop. 8 have faced a backlash.
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By JOHN R. LOTT JR. and BRADLEY SMITH

How would you like elections without secret ballots? To most people, this would be absurd.
We have secret balloting for obvious reasons. Politics frequently generates hot tempers.
People can put up yard signs or wear political buttons if they want. But not everyone feels
comfortable making his or her positions public -- many worry that their choice might offend or
anger someone else. They fear losing their jobs or facing boycotts of their businesses.
And yet the mandatory public disclosure of financial donations to political campaigns in almost
every state and at the federal level renders people's fears and vulnerability all too real.
Proposition 8 -- California's recently passed constitutional amendment to outlaw gay marriage
by ensuring that marriage in that state remains between a man and a woman -- is a dramatic
case in point. Its passage has generated retaliation against those who supported it, once their
financial support was made public and put online.
For example, when it was discovered that Scott Eckern, director of the nonprofit California
Musical Theater in Sacramento, had given $1,000 to Yes on 8, the theater was deluged with
criticism from prominent artists. Mr. Eckern was forced to resign.
Richard Raddon, the director of the L.A.
Film Festival, donated $1,500 to Yes on 8. A
Download Opinion Journal's widget and link to
threatened boycott and picketing of the next
the most important editorials and op-eds of the
festival forced him to resign. Alan Stock, the
day from your blog or Web page.
chief executive of the Cinemark theater
chain, gave $9,999. Cinemark is facing a boycott, and so is the gay-friendly Sundance Film
Festival because it uses a Cinemark theater to screen some of its films.

The Opinion Journal Widget

A Palo Alto dentist lost patients as a result of his $1,000 donation. A restaurant manager in
Los Angeles gave a $100 personal donation, triggering a demonstration and boycott against
her restaurant. The pressure was so intense that Marjorie Christoffersen, who had managed
the place for 26 years, resigned.
These are just a few instances that have come to light, and the ramifications are still occurring
over a month after the election. The larger point of this spectacle is its implications for the
future: to intimidate people who donate to controversial campaigns.
The question is not whether Prop. 8 should have passed, but whether its supporters (or
opponents) should have their political preferences protected in the same way that voters are
protected. Is there any reason to think that the repercussions Mr. Eckern faced for donating to
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Prop. 8 would be different if it were revealed that instead of donating, he had voted for it?
Indeed, supporters of Prop. 8 engaged in pressure tactics. At least one businessman who
donated to "No on 8," Jim Abbott of Abbott & Associates, a real estate firm in San Diego,
received a letter from the Prop. 8 Executive Committee threatening to publish his company's
name if he didn't also donate to the "Yes on 8" campaign.
In each case, the law required disclosure of these individuals' financial support for Prop. 8.
Supposedly, the reason for requiring disclosure of campaign contributions is to allow voters to
police politicians who might otherwise become beholden to financiers by letting voters know
"who is behind the message." But in a referendum vote such as Prop. 8, there are no office
holders to be beholden to big donors.
Does anyone believe that in campaigns costing millions of dollars a donation of $100, or even
$1,000 or $10,000 will give the donor "undue" influence? Over whom? Meanwhile, voters
learn little by knowing the names and personal information of thousands of small contributors.
Besides, it is not the case that voters would have no recourse when it comes to the financial
backers of politicians or initiatives. Even without mandatory disclosure rules, the unwillingness
to release donation information can itself become a campaign issue. If voters want to know
who donated, there will be pressure to disclose that information. Possibly voters will be most
concerned about who the donors are when regulatory issues are being debated. But that is for
them to decide. They can always vote "no."
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Ironically, it has long been minorities who
have benefited the most from anonymous
speech. In the 1950s, for example, Southern
states sought to obtain membership lists of
the NAACP in the name of the public's "right
to know." Such disclosure would have
destroyed the NAACP's financial base in the
South and opened its supporters to threats
and violence. It took a Supreme Court ruling
in NAACP v. Alabama (1958) to protect the
privacy of the NAACP and its supporters on
First Amendment grounds. And more
recently, it has usually been supporters of
gay rights who have preferred to keep their
support quiet.
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There is another problem with publicizing
donations in political elections: It tends to
entrench powerful politicians whom donors
fear alienating. If business executives give
money to a committee chairman's opponent,
they often fear retribution.

Other threats are more personal. For
example, in 2004 Gigi Brienza contributed $500 to the John Edwards presidential campaign.
An extremist animal rights group used that information to list Ms. Brienza's home address (and
similarly, that of dozens of co-workers) on a Web site, under the ominous heading, "Now you
know where to find them." Her "offense," also revealed from the campaign finance records,
was that she worked for a pharmaceutical company that tested its products on animals.
In the aftermath of Prop. 8 we can glimpse a very ugly future. As anyone who has had their
political yard signs torn down can imagine, with today's easy access to donor information on
the Internet, any crank or unhinged individual can obtain information on his political
opponents, including work and home addresses, all but instantaneously. When even donations
as small as $100 trigger demonstrations, it is hard to know how one will feel safe in supporting
causes one believes in.
Mr. Lott, a senior research scientist at the University of Maryland, is the
author of "Freedomnomics" (Regnery, 2007). Mr. Smith, a former Federal
Election Commission commissioner, is chairman of the Center for
Competitive Politics and professor of law at Capital University in Columbus,
Ohio.

Exhibit 4
Page 491
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB123025779370234773.html[6/21/2011 4:52:09 PM]

John R. Lott Jr. and Bradley Smith Say Prop. 8 Supporters Face a Backlash - WSJ.com

Case 2:09-cv-00058-MCE -DAD Document 249-2

Filed 08/25/11 Page 19 of 32

Please add your comments to the Opinion Journal forum.
Printed in The Wall Street Journal, page A13
MORE IN OPINION

Email

Printer Friendly

Order Reprints

Share:
Like

Send

Sign Up to see what your friends like.

BlackBerry® Smartphones
There Is A BlackBerry For Everyone. Find Your New BlackBerry Today.
BlackBerry.com
3.4% FIXED Rate Mortgages
No Hidden Points, Fees, or Costs. Qualified Lenders. Get a Free Quote
mortgage.lendgo.com
Penny stocks soaring 900%
Come experience penny stock gains with our free & accurate newsletter
www.PennyStocksUniverse.com
Top 3 Daily Penny Stocks
Get the top penny stocks moving each morning so you can profit.
http://www.pennyinvest.com

Exhibit 4
Page 492
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB123025779370234773.html[6/21/2011 4:52:09 PM]

Case 2:09-cv-00058-MCE -DAD Document 249-2

Filed 08/25/11 Page 20 of 32

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15

Exhibit 4-118

16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
Exhibit to Pls.’ M emo in Supp. of M ot.
for Summ. J.
Exhibit 4
Page 493

Case
Case
2:09-cv-00058-MCE-DAD
2:09-cv-00058-MCE -DAD Document
Document19-5
249-2 Filed
Filed01/12/2009
08/25/11 Page
Page
2114
of of
3242

Exhibit 4
Page 494

Case
Case
2:09-cv-00058-MCE-DAD
2:09-cv-00058-MCE -DAD Document
Document19-5
249-2 Filed
Filed01/12/2009
08/25/11 Page
Page
2215
of of
3242

Exhibit 4
Page 495

Case 2:09-cv-00058-MCE -DAD Document 249-2

Filed 08/25/11 Page 23 of 32

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15

Exhibit 4-119

16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
Exhibit to Pls.’ M emo in Supp. of M ot.
for Summ. J.
Exhibit 4
Page 496

Scott Eckern of California Musical Theater Resigns Amid Gay-Rights Ire Over Proposition 8 in California - NYTimes.com

Case 2:09-cv-00058-MCE -DAD Document 249-2
HOME PAGE

MY TIMES

TODAY'S PAPER

VIDEO

MOST POPULAR

Filed 08/25/11 Page 24 of 32
Subscribe: Digital / Home Delivery

TIMES TOPICS

U.S.

N.Y. / REGION

BUSINESS

TECHNOLOGY

SCIENCE

HEALTH

Register Now

Search All NYTimes.com

Theater
WORLD

Log In

SPORTS

OPINION

ARTS

STYLE

TRAVEL

JOBS REAL ESTATE

AUTOS
ART & DESIGN

BOOKS

DANCE

MOVIES

MUSIC

TELEVISION

THEATER Broadway

Off Broadway

Reviews

Buy Tickets

TicketWatch: Theater Offers by E-Mail
TWITTER

SACRAMENTO — The artistic director of the California Musical
Theater, a major nonprofit producing company here in the state’s
capital, resigned on Wednesday in the face of growing outrage over
his support for a ballot measure this month that outlawed same-sex
marriage in California.
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Theater Director Resigns Amid Gay-Rights Ire
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Published: November 12, 2008
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The artistic director, Scott Eckern,
came under fire recently after it
became known that he contributed
$1,000 to support Proposition 8, which amended the state
Constitution to recognize only male-female marriages. The
measure was approved by 52 percent of California voters
on Election Day. (Same-sex marriages had been
performed in California since June.)
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Scott Eckern.
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In a statement issued on Wednesday morning, Mr. Eckern
said that his donation stemmed from his religious beliefs
— he is a Mormon — and that he was “deeply saddened
that my personal beliefs and convictions have offended
others.”
His donation was brought to light by online activists angry
about the measure’s success at the polls.
“I understand that my choice of supporting Proposition 8
has been the cause of many hurt feelings, maybe even
betrayal,” Mr. Eckern said. “It was not my intent. I
honestly had no idea that this would be the reaction.”
But the swift resignation was not met with cheers by those

Crime of passion?
ALSO IN BUSINESS »

Wall Street frets over new rules
Southern Union for $4.2 billion

on either side.
Marc Shaiman, the Tony Award-winning composer (“Hairspray”), called Mr. Eckern last
week and said that he would not let his work be performed in the theater. “I was
uncomfortable with money made off my work being used to put discrimination in the
Constitution,” Mr. Shaiman said. He added, however, that the entire episode left him
“deeply troubled” because of the potential for backlash against gays who protested Mr.

ADVERTISEMENTS

Exhibit 4
Page 497
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/11/13/theater/13thea.html[6/21/2011 5:00:51 PM]

Scott Eckern of California Musical Theater Resigns Amid Gay-Rights Ire Over Proposition 8 in California - NYTimes.com

Case 2:09-cv-00058-MCE -DAD Document 249-2

Eckern’s donation.

Filed 08/25/11 Page 25 of 32

“It will not help our cause because we will be branded exactly as what we were trying to
fight,” said Mr. Shaiman, who is gay. “But I do believe there comes a time when you
cannot sit back and accept what I think is the most dangerous form of bigotry.”
Supporters of the marriage ban said that critics of Mr. Eckern were attacking freedom of
expression, and they chastised the theater’s board for subjecting Mr. Eckern to a
political litmus test.
“No matter your opinion on Prop. 8, we should all agree that it is wrong to intimidate or
harass anyone for exercising their constitutional rights,” said a letter to the theater’s
board president on Tuesday by Frank Schubert, campaign manager for Protect Marriage,
the leading group behind the ballot measure.
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For its part, the theater disavowed Mr. Eckern’s donation and issued only a brief
statement on Wednesday accepting his resignation, while emphasizing that it would not
“impinge on the rights of its employees to engage in political activities.” A longtime
employee, Mr. Eckern had been artistic director since 2002.

savane.com/Dress-Pants

The outrage over Mr. Eckern and the subsequent dismay voiced by Mr. Shaiman are the
most recent evidence of the tension running through the entertainment industry since
Election Day, particularly in California.
Several prominent gay entertainers have expressed anger about the vote, including the
singer Melissa Etheridge, who said she would refuse to pay California state taxes because
she was “not a full citizen” and called on other gay men and women to do the same.
The sense of disappointment over the vote extended to Broadway. Jeffrey Seller, a
producer of the show “Avenue Q,” which is scheduled to be part of the 2008-9 season at
the California Musical Theater, said he had been shocked when he heard about Mr.
Eckern’s donation.
“That a man who makes his living exclusively through the musical theater could do
something so hurtful to the community that forms his livelihood is a punch in the
stomach,” Mr. Seller said. “He didn’t just vote for it. One thousand dollars is a lot of
money for an artistic director of a nonprofit.”
Mr. Seller said that he had not considered canceling the “Avenue Q” engagement with
the theater company — “We don’t break contracts” — but had spoken to members of the
show’s creative team on Tuesday about voicing their displeasure with Mr. Eckern in
other ways, including adding a song addressing his donation. That idea has been
dropped now.
Mr. Eckern did not respond to requests for an interview made to an outside publicist
and the production company, which books shows into three Sacramento theaters,
including a handsome new cabaret a block from the governor’s mansion. In his
statement Mr. Eckern said that he would donate $1,000 to a gay-rights group, adding
that he respected gay people, including a sister who is a lesbian.
“I am loving and supportive of her and her family, and she is loving and supportive of
me and my family,” said Mr. Eckern, who is married with children. “I definitely do not
support any message or treatment of others that is hateful or instills fear.”
Susan Egan, a Broadway actress (“Beauty and the Beast”) who landed her first
professional job at the California Musical Theater, said she had been saddened by both
Mr. Eckern’s actions and her own involvement, which included posting a letter on her
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“My actions have caused him harm, just as his actions caused harm to people he loved,”
she said. “We’re all guilty.”
That sentiment was echoed by Mr. Shaiman, who said that some of the pain being felt
among gay theater artists after passage of Proposition 8 has been self-inflicted.
“Our anger is against ourselves, too, that we were too compliant,” he said. “It was
beyond our ken that this could ever happen. But we were terribly, terribly wrong.”
More Articles in Theater »

A version of this article appeared in print on November 13, 2008, on
page C1 of the New York edition.
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Protests over Proposition 8 outcome getting
personal
By Jennifer Garza
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SACRAMENTO, Calif. — Supporters of Proposition 8 won the election but now are frustrated because they are still
fighting for their cause.
A week after the majority of voters passed the controversial measure to ban same-sex marriage, the conflict
continues — in the courts, at protests and in personal attacks.

Get today's headlines via
email
Afternoon edition

"I'm frustrated by what's going on," said Dave Leatherby, owner of the Leatherby Family Creamery in Sacramento,
commenting on the protests and court battles.
"Let's move on. I always told my children that once a rule
was made, you have to abide by it. I think it should be the
same in this circumstance."
Leatherby and his family donated about $20,000 for the
passage of Proposition 8. A devout Catholic and father of
10, Leatherby supported the measure for religious reasons.
He said his business has been targeted by bloggers as a
result, and that he is particularly confused because his
business has participated in the annual gay pride Rainbow
Festival.
Click to enlarge
Spencer Platt, Getty Images

Supporters of gay marriage demonstrate in front of the
LDS Church's Manhattan meetinghouse, which also
houses a temple, in New York City on Wednesday.
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abortion. It was defeated for the third time last week.
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"It saddens me that all this is happening," he said.
The battle over same-sex marriage will not end anytime
soon. This week, 44 state legislators filed a friend-of-thecourt brief on behalf of opponents of the gay-marriage ban.
They maintain the initiative process was used improperly.
The California Supreme Court could rule as early as this
week on a lawsuit that seeks to invalidate Proposition 8,
said court spokeswoman Lynn Holton.
Proposition 8 opponents said they will continue to fight for
their civil rights.

–

user@email.com

"For them to say the voters have spoken and no one should
question it is a bit disingenuous," said West Sacramento
Mayor Christopher Cabaldon. He cited repeated attempts to
pass other initiatives. "They believe in the justice of their
causes, that's why they return over and over again with the
same proposal on parental notification."
Cabaldon was referring to Proposition 4, which would have
required parental notification before a minor could have an

Since the election, thousands have protested on the steps of the state Capitol and in some cities at temples of The
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints and other sites. Gay marriage advocates said they were planning
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Also, a fire outside an LDS church in Littleton, Colo., is being investigated as a bias-motivated arson that may have
stemmed from the church's position on Proposition 8. Arapahoe County sheriff's deputies responded to the building
about 7:15 p.m. Tuesday, some three hours after a church member found a burning copy of the Book of Mormon
on a doorstep. No damage to the church was reported.
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Wednesday night hundreds carried protest signs in front of the LDS Church's Manhattan meetinghouse, which also
houses a temple. Several people held signs asking, "Did you cast a ballot or a stone?" while other signs read
"Love not H8."
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Card Debt
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Debt Can Be Settled!

LDS Church spokesman Michael Otterson said while citizens have the right to protest, he was "puzzled" and
"disturbed" by the gathering given that the majority of California's voters had approved the amendment.
"Protesting is a time-honored American tradition," said Ned
Dolejsi, executive director of the California Catholic
Conference. Catholic leaders were active in the "Yes on 8"
campaign. "But it's unfortunate when it steps over into
religious bigotry or harassment."
Some Proposition 8 supporters say a minority of protesters
have gone too far by targeting individuals. Opponents of the
measure have called for a boycott of the California Musical
Theatre after revelations that artistic director Scott Eckern, a
member of the LDS Church, donated $1,000 to the "Yes on
8" Campaign.

Click to enlarge
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Supporters of gay marriage demonstrate in front of the
LDS Church's Manhattan meetinghouse, which also
houses a temple, in New York City on Wednesday.

Related article

Others who supported Proposition 8 said they have also
been targeted. Scott Purves, of Purves & Associates, a
Davis insurance company, said a protester carrying a sign
reading "Purves Family Supports Homophobia" picketed his
business Monday.

Sign critical of LDS destroyed by fire
From the archive
California A.G. wants Proposition 8 voided
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Arizona, Florida also ban gay marriages

On Wednesday, Eckern resigned his position. He released a
statement saying that he quit "after prayerful consideration
to protect the organization and to help the healing in the
local theater-going and creative community."
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Divisive fight over Prop. 8 going down to the
wire – Nov. 5, 2008
Foes of same-sex marriage mobilize – Aug. 25,

"If this had gone the other way, I can't imagine the backlash
if people protested and called the other side names," said
Purves. "People would be angry and rightfully so. ... It
makes me sad that this would happen when a majority of
people supported this measure."

Opponents of Proposition 8 issued a statement last week
asking those disheartened by the passage of the initiative
2008
not to target those who voted the other way. "We achieve
nothing if we isolate the people who did not stand with us in
this fight," the statement said. "... We know people of all faiths, races and backgrounds stand with us in our fight to
end discrimination, and will continue to do so."
Other ballot initiatives that have been approved by voters have faced legal challenges.
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was Proposition 187, the 1994 measure that proposed barring undocumented children from schools and most
health care.
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